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iepres-         In view of these Reports Sidmouth and Castiereagh had little
lve difficulty in persuading Parliament to suspend the Habeas Corpus
neasures Act for four months (Mar, Srd-July 1st), and to pass further Acts to
prohibit the holding of seditious meetings, to prevent the seduction
of the Army and Navy from their allegiance, and to provide for the
security of the Regent's person. More keenly criticized was a letter
issued by Lord Sidmouth co the Lord Lieutenants (Mar. 27th) urging
the Magistrates to issue warrants for the apprehension of persons
charged before them upon oath with the publication of " blasphemous
and seditious pamphlets and writings," and to compel them -co give
bail to answer the charge. The circular was regarded as an insidious
attack upon the liberty of the Press, and though prosecutions were
numerous, convictions were few. The most notorious and most
damaging fiasco was the prosecution (Dec. 18th) of an antiquarian
bookseller named Hone, who had published certain profane parodies,
such as The Sintcun-sia Creed. Despite the efforts of the Attorney-
General and Chief Justice Ellenborough to secure a conviction, Hone
induced the jury to acquit him, and the popularity of the verdict was
unmistakable,
Insurrec- Meanwhile, agitation was renewed in the North and Midlands,
tionary Early in March large meetings of working men organized m Man-
Chester were dispersed by the authorities, and on March 29th some
thousands of the agitators set cut upon a journey to London which,
from the fact that the men carried blankets, is known as the " March
of the blanketeers ". The march was arrested and the men dispersed
before they had got many miles out of Manchester.
More serious but still abortive was an " insurrection " planned
by a man named Brandreth in the Midlands on June 10th, Some
alarm was created by the march of armed rioters in Derbyshire and
Nottingham, but the rioters were easily dispersed by the yeomanry,
the rngleaders were arrested and paid for their criminal folly with
their lives.
In consequence of these renewed disturbances Secret Committees
were again appointed (June 3rd) in both Houses, and the Committees
found " but too many proofs of the continued exibtence of a traitorous
conspiracy for the overthrow of our established government and
constitution and for the subversion of the existing order of society ".
Before the prorogation Parliament renewed until March 1st, 1818,
the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act.
Death of The harvest of 1817 was an exceptionally good one, and m the
autumn things quieted down But before the year ended the whole
nation was plunged into mourning by the death in childbirth of the
Princess Charlotte (Nov. 6th). Her death not only removed a popular
Princess but rendered the succession to the Crown in the direct hne
exceedingly precarious. Of George the Third's thirteen sons and
daughters not one had a legitimate child. The eldest collateral